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which Cicero had lately executed the functions of quaestor in their island,
begged him to come forward as the accuser of this man; and the orator, who
saw how he might at once strengthen the hands of Pompey and share the
popular triumph of the consul, readily undertook the cause.

The first attempt which the dexterous advocate of Verres made to elude
Cicero's attack was to put forward Q. Csecilius Niger, who had been quaestor
under Verres, to contend that to him belonged the task of accusation. But
Cicero exposed the intended fraud so unanswerably that even the-senatorial
jurymen named Cicero as prosecutor. He demanded ninety days for the pur-
pose of collecting evidence in Sicily. But he only used fifty of them, and
on the fifth of August he opened this famous
impeachment. He had in the meantime been
elected oedile. But Hortensius had also become
consul-elect; and one of the Metelii, a warm
friend of the accused, was designated to succeed
Glabrio, who now presided in the court as prae-
tor peregrinus. It was therefore a great object
for Verres to get the trial postponed to the next
year, when his great senatorial friends would
fill the most important offices in the state. To
baffle this design, Cicero contented himself with
a brief statement of his case, and at once pro-
ceeded to call witnesses. So overpowering was
the evidence that Hortensius threw up his brief,
and Verres sought impunity in a voluntary ex-
ile. To show what he could have done, Cicero
published the five great pleadings in which he
intended to have set forth the crimes of Verres;
and they remain to us as a notable picture of
the misery which it was in the power of a Roman
proconsul to inflict.

Soon after the trial came to this abrupt issue,
the law was passed, seemingly with little oppo-
sition ; and thus a second great breach was made
in the Sullan constitution.

The corrupt state of the senate itself was
made manifest by a step now taken by Catulus
and his friends. They restored the censorial
office, which had been suspended for sixteen
years. The censors of the year 70 B.C. dis-
charged their duties with severe integrity, and sixty-four senators were
degraded. For Catulus they revived the high rank of princeps, and he was
the last independent senator who held that rank. When it was next called
into existence, it served to give a title to the despotic authority of Augustus.
The review of the knights was made remarkable by the fact that the consul
Pompey appeared in the procession, leading his horse through the Forum, and
submitting himself to the censorial scrutiny.                       -

The jealousy of Crassus increased with Pompey's popularity. Both the"
consuls continued to maintain an armed force near the city; and, though
the liberal measures of Pompey had won the Forum, yet the gold of Crassus
commanded many followers. The senate dreaded that the days of Marius
or Cinna might return. But Crassus calculated the risks of a conflict, and
prudently resolved to give a pledge of peace. At the close of the year he
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